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1. BRITISH CHAMPIONSHIPS AND IJS EVENTS  2009

         Following the discussions during the Coaches’ meetings at the British Championships the dates and lengths of the IJS Events for 2009 are being considered. One suggestion  was to reduce the length of the event for coaches and judges/technical panel officials by removing the practice sessions. Now that the IJS system is well established  some countries are following this practice and, in order to assess the viability and popularity  of this, coaches and officials should send  comments to Liz Littler at  jartingstall2@btinternet.com
2.      IJS EVENTS 2008
25TH-31ST August Lee valley

15th-20th September Sheffield

24th- 29th November Deeside TBC

3.     FIELD MOVE SEMINAR 2008-FINAL REMINDER
         The 2008 Field Moves seminar will be held in  Sheffield February 4th and 5th .
Coaches, of all levels, who have not attended a Field moves seminar should register with Pippa Teague at phillippa.teague@iceskating.org.uk immediately as places are limited. Judges who have not yet attended and therefore have not judged during 2007 should contact Liz Littler. 

Any trainee/assistant/probationary coaches/judges should, if possible, ensure that they attend this seminar in order to progress their education and career. Any coach who is not able to attend should register now with Pippa Teague for the next seminar.

4.     NEW PAIR TEST STRUCTURE OFFICIAL SEMINAR 21st April 2008

The new National Pair Test structure is now completed and will commence on 1st May 2008.

In order to continue with the joint coach/judge education there will be mandatory seminars for coaches who wish to enter skaters for these tests, judges in order to remain on the NISA Pair panels and for those judges wishing to be promoted to the Pair panels. As well as covering the Pair Test Structure basic pair education will be included. This will be held at Sheffield and the cost is £50 or £96 if also attendance at the Pair IJS day.

Skaters wishing to take tests in order to guarantee entry to Open Competitions and IJS Events should contact David Wood as soon as possible to register as NISA will ensure that a pair test session is organised in advance of the 2008/9 Generic Criteria start date (1st July) to compensate for the delayed implementation.

Pair test equivalencies and pair structure overview can be found on the NISA website under Figure-Rules and Regulations-Singles/Pair Rules.

5.    IJS COACH/TECHNICAL PANEL OFFICIAL TRAINING
 This Seminar is for:
· Current National Technical Specialists/Controllers 

· Licensed coaches

· Judges who also wish to attend for Technical Panel training.

· Skaters (if places available)
Judges should register with Liz Littler and coaches with Pippa Teague. Skaters should  

also register with Pippa understanding that acceptance is subject to availability of places.
PAIRS

This will take place at Sheffield 22nd April . The cost is £50 (one day) or £96 (two days)  if combined with the National Pair Test Structure seminar on 21st April

SINGLES AND DANCE

This training will take place as a two day seminar, 28th/29th July and will incorporate all the new 2008/9 IJS updated rules and regulations. The cost is £96. The disciplines will be run as two separate seminars and it will therefore not be possible to attend both. Any coach who has not attended a Basic IJS seminar should contact Liz Littler and a Basic seminar will  be added prior to the star of the first day’s seminar. This will only be for coaches who also attend the two day course.

SYNCHRO

Anyone interested in training as a Technical Specialist or Controller should contact Liz Littler

TECHNCIAL PANEL EXAMINATIONS

These will be held at the start of the August IJS Event in Lee Valley

6.      ANNUAL ISU FRANKFURT TECH/JUDGE SEMINAR

ISU have issued Communication1483 and any Technical Panel Official/Judges who needs or wishes to be considered for  attendance should contact Liz littler.

7.   SOLO /COUPLES DANCE OPEN COMPETITIONS/CHAMPIONSHIP

The following Open Events have now been accepted subject to submission of acceptable Event1, Event 2 and Announcement. 

Further applications will be considered if received.

Paisley (to be held at Dumfries)     19th/20th April

Bracknell                                        28th April-1st May

Deeside                                           17th/18th May

Alexandra Palace                             2nd/3rd June 

Aberdeen                                         7th June

Nottingham                                      12th/13th June

8.     SMALL RINKS: ICE DANCE TESTS 

  The following paragraph has been added into the NISA Test Manual –Rules and Regulations.

   Small Rinks:

   Ice Dance Tests Levels 4-10 will only be allowed on rinks of 40 metres and larger.

Compulsory Dances Levels 1 to 3 on smaller rinks: all the dances are forward 
skating and use only one side of a full size rink for one sequence therefore it 
will take a full circuit on smaller rinks to complete one sequence and as all the dances require two sequences two circuit of a smaller rink will be required.

10.    ADULT CHAMPIONSHIPS 2008/9     

         Further to the responses received from competitors over the last few months the2008/9 Event has now been confirmed for Sheffield 28th February and 1st March 2009. Details of the responses to the date change can be found in the news section of the NISA website.

The Announcement  for the season 2008/9 will be available in due course subject to the information becoming available from ISU.

11. IJS SINGLE/PAIR CLARIFICATIONS FOR NATIONAL TESTS AND OPEN   

       COMPETITIONS

        This is important information for coaches and judges as these clarifications come into force   

         from 1st January at Open Competitions and in all National tests. This document can be found   

         under Figure - Rules and Regulations-Singles/Pairs Rules .dance clarifications will be available in   

         due course.

12. OPEN COMPETITION GENERIC CRITERIA  AND ENTRY PATHWAY TO  

        BRITISH CHAMPIONSHIPS AND IJS EVENTS 

 Work has already started on these documents which are  relevant to Events commencing 1st   

 July 2008 . It is hoped that the Generic Criteria for Open Competitions  will be available mid 

 February and the IJS documents as soon as possible subject to  the information becoming  

 available from ISU.

13. NISA  NATIONAL TEST MANUALS

The complete manual has now been finalised and includes the following 7 sections:

 Rules and regulations

 Field Moves

 Field Move DVD Notes

 Single Tests

 Dance Tests

 Pair tests

 Synchro 

 Any coach/judge who has  attended a Field Move seminar  and does not already a copy of the  Dance or Synchro sections should contact Lynda Young at  Lynda.young@iceskating.org.uk
The manual and Field Move DVD will shortly be available to purchase form the NISA shop.

         The Pair section will be provided to those coaches and judges booking onto the April Pair seminar.

14.   ICE CAL RESULTS SYSTEM
Referees and organisers of Open Competitions are reminded that permits will only be granted for Events using this results system. Please ensure that you have the trained officials and software before submitting an Event 2 form and Announcement for authorisation.

         Following the distribution of the Ice Calc Assessment forms to those who attended the results       

         seminars last summer  it is anticipated that NISA will shortly announce those persons to be 

         named to the NISA Results panel.

15.    ISU COMMUNICATIONS 
The following relevant ISU Communications  have been issued since 1st July 2007 :

1483 Officials

1481  Officials

1476 Officials

1470 Synchro

1466 Synchro 

1462 Dance

1459 Singles/Pairs
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