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1.NJS EVENTS

TO ENTER NJS EVENTS OR NOT?
Following the first NJS event in Sheffield many parents, skaters and coaches have asked for feedback not only of Performance but of the suitability of NJS event for individual skaters.

It is important that skaters, coaches and parents fully understand the reasoning behind, and the aims of, the NJS in the U.K. and therefore we wish to re-iterate the following information give in NISA bulletins in 2004/05. 

The NJS test and competition structure is designed for skaters who are at the point of actively consolidating their competitive performances and careers and seeking to compete within the judging systems used internationally. The system has the advantage over the RJS competitive test system in that the scores for all aspects of a skater’s programme are very clear to see in great detail for each element and element scores can be directly compared with skaters competing in international competitions.

It was envisaged that coaches and skaters would mathematically work out the best combination of Element Scale of Values and Grade of Executions for themselves in order to attain a Test Pass (or even higher) score.

It was evident at the Sheffield NJS event that in some instances this had not been done and some entrants were attempting elements which were of too great a difficulty, and were performed without success.  This resulted in skaters not attaining attempted Levels and also not attaining positive GOE’s. Numerous skaters also performed incorrect elements within programmes as can be seen see from the published scores on the NISA website. 

Interestingly the reason skaters are qualified to enter the NJS events is because they have already passed National Test Level 8 (singles) and Level 6 (pairs & dance) which requires basics done with Quality NOT elements with Attempted Difficulty skated without Quality.

It is expected that skaters who choose to enter NJS events rather than the NISA Cup competitions and National Open Competitions, should aim to be within 30% of the test pass score, noting that the test scores are set using a very low Base value of Level 1 on all steps and spins which gives a generous leeway for other optional choices of elements and are worked on the programmes previously required for the RJS competitive tests skated to the same Base standard. 

This figure of 70% of the individual segment test pass score equates to the realistically acceptable standard of a skater entered for a test. Certainly any segment result lower than this figure has a very, very minimal chance of an overall test pass by gaining 130% of the remaining segment(s) test pass score.

With this in mind and in order to timetable the Dumfries Event, having received a very large number of entries, it has been decided that the Novice and Junior ladies numbers will be reduced to 18 after the Short Program unless additional skaters reach 70% of the short programme test pass mark. In that case the additional skaters will also skate their Free Program.

This decision will ensure that we can provide NJS level competition to all Single, Pairs and Dance disciplines within ice time allocations. 

We trust that everyone will now understand the concept of the New Judging System with regard to both competition and tests and appreciate that it is an exceedingly expensive system to operate especially with regard to ice time, equipment and provision of international officials.

Skaters intending to enter NJS events should take the time to reassess the suitability, not only of their entry, but also of their planned programme content with their coach and their parents. 

Some single skaters may find Open Competitions and the Home Country NISA Cup Competitions and National Final more suitable events in which to compete in the short term until appropriate competitive performance at the relevant ISU Novice/Junior /Senior entry standard is achieved.

Once again late entries have been received and rejected.  This time for Dumfries.  The NISA calendar on the NISA website published event dates and all closing dates as long ago as December 2005.  Please be aware that for all NISA events only fully completed entry forms received by the closing date will be accepted – with no exceptions.

2. SYNCHRO INFORMATION 

1. The NJS synchronized skating competition to be held at Deeside on Sunday 19th November 2006   will be the NJS synchronized skating championship for the current season 06/07.

2. The RJS synchronized skating championship for Juvenile, Intermediate and Adult categories is expected to be held at Ice Sheffield on Monday 19th March 2007 (to be confirmed) 

a. There will be a Beginner category competition held on the same day – rules of which will be contained within the event announcement.

b. There will be an open RJS Novice, Junior and Senior event offered.

3. The new synchronized skating test structure is expected to be available in 2007 following consultation with synchronized skating judges and coaches.

A synchronized skating overview is being prepared for a three-year plan.

3.SINGLES/PAIRS OPEN COMPETITION GENERIC ENTRY CRITERIA

The 2007/8 criteria will shortly be published on the NISA website. There will only be very minor changes and these will be relevant to jump content in Beginner and Level One and spin clarifications in Levels Two and Three. All other criteria will remain exactly as per the 2006/7 criteria.

4.NEW NISA NATIONAL PAIR TEST STRUCTURE

Unfortunately there will be a delay in the implementation of the new National Pair Test Structure due to ongoing workload with the implementation of the new National Field Move Test Structure. It is hoped that the new Pair tests will be in place by March 2007.

5. NEW TESTS STRUCTURE FIELD MOVE SEMINARS

NISA officials have recently completed the last of 11 seminars introducing the new Generic Field Move Test Structure and, in all, nearly 400 coaches and judges have attended and are now qualified respectively to enter skaters for National Tests and Open Competitions or to judge these events.

The seminars were scheduled as far apart as London and Aberdeen between January and September 2006 in order to give all coaches and judge as much choice of venue and dates as possible.

It is essential that when these Field Move Tests commence on 1st January 2007 as many coaches as possible have been introduced to the test structure and are able to enter their skaters for NISA National tests, Competitions and Championships in the future. All judges must also attend to continue to judge after 1st January.

To this end it is planned to hold a ‘mop up’ seminar, hopefully in December 2006 –venue and date to be confirmed.

Please note that at this point no seminars are planned for 2007.

Coaches and judges who have not yet attended should register to attend with Laura Hall am.
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