“We’re All in This Together”
BLACKPOOL ICE  TWIRLERS  CHARITY  GALA

 

The Blackpool Ice Twirlers are holding a Gala on Saturday 11th July 2009 at 7.30pm.  This Gala is to raise funds which will benefit The Geoffrey Thompson Memorial Fund and also a young local skater. 

It is always upsetting to hear of anyone suddenly being hit by illness or accident and it is no exception when it is a child or young person.  In this case, it is a young lady called Elizabeth Smart.  Elizabeth is 17 years of age, a very bright, intelligent, energetic person. 
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She started ice skating when she was 8 years old and has gone through the NISA skating tests to level 4.  She has also performed in the Blackpool Ice Drome Charities Association annual Christmas Ice Shows (which raises money for various charities for children) from the age of 8 up to 14 years of age
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   Christmas Shows she performed in

She attends King Edward Queen Mary School, Lytham,  where she gained 11 GCSE’s -  A Stars, A’s and B passes and was studying four A level subjects when she contracted a throat infection in January of this year.  This infection was so severe that she suffered oxygen starvation to the brain which has now led to Elizabeth being blind, unable to walk and with a speech impediment.  To go from an active, bubbly person to one who is totally dependent on others is difficult for anyone to cope with but mum, Helen, says Elizabeth has a positive outlook and they take each day as it comes.                                          Elizabeth at Rehabilitation Unit, Preston
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Elizabeth is at present in the Rehabilitation Unit in Preston, Lancashire.  Helen has nothing but praise for the nursing staff at the Centre. She says they have not only nursed and helped Elizabeth but have also been of huge support for the whole family. As with any illness, the whole family can be affected.  Helen travels daily to be with Elizabeth and this takes around five hours each day.  Elizabeth’s dad and also Helen’s partner, Stuart, visit daily.  Lydia, Elizabeth’s younger sister, also visits her sister on a regular basis. Elizabeth had her 17th birthday in hospital and many of her family and friends attended her party at the hospital. 
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It is hoped that Elizabeth will be able to return home on a permanent basis in the near future. However, due to her condition, the provision of downstairs facilities will have to be made to her home before that can happen. Funds raised will hopefully go towards the cost of these alterations.  

Lydia, who also skates at Blackpool Ice Arena, will take part in the Gala raising funds for her sister.  
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Starring in the Gala will be Natalia and Alexei, stars of the “Hot Ice” show and “Dancing on Ice”, and Sally Hoolin and her partner Jakub Safranek - Junior Pairs Champions together with over 80 local amateur skaters.

 John Holden, Team Trainer of the Blackpool Ice Twirlers and the person behind the Gala, says that the support from all skaters - professional and amateur – Skating Instructors,  Ice Arena Management and Blackpool Pleasure Beach has been tremendous and, as the title suggests - “We’re All in This Together”,  it is hoped that we can get a full house and raise the funds required to be able to make a worthwhile contribution to Elizabeth and to the Geoffrey Thompson Memorial Fund. 

Tickets are on sale from the Ice Arena Box Office, Blackpool – tel : 01253-341707.
Elizabeth with Nurse Helen





Lydia Smart,


Elizabeth’s younger sister,


who will be performing in the Gala


especially for her.








